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TRIBUTE TO MARLENE HITT—28TH
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
WOMAN OF THE YEAR

HON. ADAM B. SCHIFF

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. SCHIFF. Mr. Speaker, | rise today in
honor of Women’s History Month. Each year,
we pay special tribute to the contributions and
sacrifices made by our nation’s women. It is
an honor to pay homage to outstanding
women who are making a difference in my
Congressional District. | would like to recog-
nize a remarkable woman, Marlene Hitt of
Sunland, California.

A lifelong Sunland resident and consum-
mate volunteer, Marlene has been active in
many organizations in the Sunland-Tujunga
community. She has been a member of the
Sunland-Tujunga Neighborhood Council for
many vyears, serving in various leadership
roles and on many committees.

Marlene has been a dedicated and devoted
member of the Little Landers Historical Society
(LLHS), a non-profit organization founded in
1959 to preserve Bolton Hall, a 1913 historic
stone building in Tujunga that was the
Tujunga City Hall and the hub for many com-
munity activities up until the late 1950’s when
it was saved from destruction. The LLHS sub-
sequently collects, preserves and displays
records, artifacts and landmarks of the history
of the Sunland-Tujunga area and people ac-
tive in that history in the Bolton Hall Museum.
For nearly three decades, Ms. Hitt has capa-
bly and enthusiastically served the LLHS and
Bolton Hall Museum as Museum Director, Do-
cent Director, Boardmember, Archivist and Do-
cent. In addition, Marlene and her husband
Lloyd, were very involved in the successful ef-
fort to obtain historic designation for a portion
of the Verdugo Hills Golf Course, where a
World War Il detention center for Japanese-
Americans was located.

A well-regarded writer, Ms. Hitt is a longtime
member of the Chupa Rosa Writers of
Sunland-Tujunga and the Foothills, and has
authored  anthologies, readings, poetry
chapbooks, a non-fiction book: “Sunland-
Tujunga, from Village to City,” and has written
articles for many newspapers. Along with
other community members, Marlene co-found-
ed the Sunland-Tujunga Poet Laureate pro-
gram, where she was honored to serve as its
first Poet Laureate.

Married for sixty-one years, Marlene and
Lloyd have two children, two grandchildren
and one great grandchild.

| ask all Members to join me in honoring an
exceptional, well-respected woman of Califor-
nia’s 28th Congressional District, Marlene Hitt.

RECOGNIZING MARY AND HANS
POSTMA FOR THEIR COMMIT-
MENT TO THE DEVELOPMENT OF
THE ARTS IN GREATER PRINCE
WILLIAM COUNTY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to com-
mend Mary and Hans Postma, the Seventh
Annual Hylton Performing Arts Center Awards
Gala honorees, for their endless contributions
to expanding the reach of the arts in the
Greater Prince William County area.

In recognition of the arts being the heart of
a civilized society, net proceeds from the an-
nual gala benefit the Hylton Center's many ar-
tistic performances, arts education programs,
veterans art and outreach initiatives, and the
Hylton Center's endowment. These programs
help to ensure the continuation of artistic ex-
cellence in performances as well as the ac-
cessibility by area residents to quality artistic
programs.

Mary and Hans Postma have provided in-
strumental support to the Hylton Center even
prior to its full conceptualization. As avid art
enthusiasts, Mr. and Mrs. Postma have
worked to ensure accessibility to art and artis-
tic programs for all. In the fall of 2013, Mary
Postma founded Performing Arts for Kids
(PAK) to support and foster the arts among
children of all socioeconomic backgrounds in
Greater Prince William County by actively pur-
suing opportunities at the Hylton Performing
Arts Center. Through their established com-
munity relationships, Mr. and Mrs. Postma
have expanded the PAK membership total to
30 and have raised more than $20,000 to en-
courage the pursuit of advanced art education.
During the 2013-2014 school year, PAK ex-
posed more than 2,000 schoolchildren to live
dance highlights from The Nutcracker and
Sleeping Beauty. In March of 2016, PAK
sponsored A Place to Be’s Same Sky Project,
“Where Music Meets Therapy.” During the
performance, children and young adults pro-
vided personal testimonies of their experi-
ences dealing with bullying and low self-es-
teems in light of their diagnosis with autism,
Asperger’s, down syndrome, cerebral palsy,
brain damage, and other ailments for an audi-
ence of 800 middle-school students and adults
from Didlake, an AbilityOne Program.

Over the short, storied history of the Hylton
Performing Arts Center, a series of milestones
have been reached but nothing has come to
fruition without the dedication and support of
Mary and Hans Postma. In the fall of 2016,
Mr. and Mrs. Postma presented the Hylton
Center with a “legacy gift” to name a re-
hearsal hall in the Education and Rehearsal
Wing currently under construction. As
Leonardo da Vinci once said, “Art is never fin-
ished, only abandoned.” We can take great
comfort in knowing that with the support of
Hans and Mary Postma as well as other great

benefactors of the Hylton Performing Arts
Center, art will never be abandoned.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending the Seventh Annual Hylton
Performing Arts Awards Gala honorees, Mr.
and Mrs. Postma, for their tireless stewardship
of the arts in Greater Prince William County.

——
RECOGNIZING JEFF COOK OF
EAGLE ALLOY, MUSKEGON,

MICHIGAN AND PRESIDENT OF
THE AMERICAN FOUNDRY SOCI-
ETY

HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize Jeff Cook, Vice President of Eagle
Alloy Inc. in Muskegon, Michigan, for his long-
term contributions to Eagle Alloy and the U.S.
metalcasting industry. Eagle Alloy is an inno-
vative steel foundry providing vital castings for
key sectors including agriculture, construction,
mining, defense and railroads. Metal castings
are integral to virtually all U.S. manufacturing
activities. Jeff joined Eagle Alloy in 1986 after
graduating high school. His first position on
the shop floor was as a grinder, machining
castings on the third shift. He has worked his
way up over the past thirty years to become
Vice President of Sales and Marketing.

Jeff is passionate about attracting the next
generation to the metalcasting industry and
has dedicated significant amount of time
reaching out to local schools and businesses
about careers in the metal casting industry. In
addition, he has been actively involved in the
leadership of the local American Foundry So-
ciety (AFS) West Michigan Chapter for many
years. He joined the AFS National Board of
Directors in 2011, where he spent the past
year as its President traveling across the
country, meeting with thousands  of
metalcasters and suppliers underscoring the
importance of taking time to “Attract. Educate.
Support” the next generation of metalcasters.
AFS is the major trade and technical associa-
tion for the North American metalcasting in-
dustry. The association has more than 8,000
members representing over 2,000
metalcasting firms, their suppliers and cus-
tomers.

In Muskegon, Jeff has reached out to edu-
cational institutions, including local high
schools and Muskegon Community College, to
better communicate the skills needed and the
certifications that are in demand in the indus-
try. Through the AFS chapter, Jeff has worked
with local schools to host student night, where
they showcase the traveling casting kit, known
as Foundry in a Box. It shows students how
to form patterns, melt them, the cleanup proc-
ess behind it, and gives an overview of how
castings are made.

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pleasure that |
congratulate Jeff Cook, as he completes his
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